Stewardship: God's gift to us

Stewardship is a Christian's way of living. It is
everything we are, everything we do, every
dollar we spend, every moment we live. It is
all this because we live in God's creation, we
are a part of God's creation and we have been
named stewards of His Holy Estate.

In Luke 19, Jesus told of a wealthy man who
was going on a trip. He told his stewards
'Look, I'm going away. You take over. You
take my place; do what you think | would do.'

He didn't tell his servants, his stewards, what
to do or how to do it. He simply said, 'you are
in charge of this.' This man gave his stewards
the freedom to use their own initiative. In es-
sence, their master was telling them he
trusted them to run his affairs with intelli-
gence, judgment, and honesty.

This story gives honor and importance to the
position of a steward. Like these servants we
are free to choose how to best serve our Lord.
There is no compulsion other than a willing
and loving loyalty to Jesus Christ. There is
nothing legalistic about the arrangement be-
tween our Lord and ourselves.

The Biblical idea of stewardship, therefore, is
that a sovereign God created and directs the
universe. Everything we have: time, talent,
abilities, treasures are to be used to manage
His estate.

Stewardship is a believer's response to God's
love in creating, preserving, redeeming and
sanctifying him. Stewardship is the Christian's
management of his redeemed life and pos-
sessions to God's glory and man's benefit.
Christian Stewardship is the fruit of saving
faith.
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How do | become a good
steward of what God has
blessed me with?



Everything we have comes from the
Lord to hold in trust for him. Part of
being a good steward is giving to
God’s work in his church. Even if what
you can give seems small, in God’s
economy it can have rippling effects
to touch many lives. Here are some
questions and answers about what
giving looks like at St. Peter’s.

Giving Q & A

What is a Pledge?

A pledge, by definition means, “to offer or guaran-
tee by a solemn binding promise.” Each year, we
have the opportunity to renew our commitment to
one another and the ministry of St. Peter’'s Church
by making a financial commitment. Each and
every pledge makes a difference and works to-
ward the building of our faith community.

Why are annual pledges important?

Annual pledges support everything we do and are
at St. Peter’s. Our yearly budget is driven by the
generosity of our parishioners through annual
pledges; we have no endowment. These pledges
support all the operating costs of our ministry pro-
grams as well as our building and staff operations,
and expenses such as outreach and mission, lit-
urgy & music, and nursery caregivers. In order to
budget and plan for the operating budget each
year, we need to receive pledge commitments on
which the budget will be developed.

When should | return
my annual pledge card?

We ask everyone who participates to make a
pledge on Pledge Sunday (usually in November)
either by bringing a pledge card to the church, or
by mailing it. Pledging at that time is important,

because we use total pledge amounts to help es-
tablish our budget for the upcoming year. Never-
theless, pledges are welcome throughout the
year.

Do | have to pay when | pledge?
Can | pay in installments?

Returning your pledge card is simply a promise to
pay. You make your pledge and you fulfill your
pledge in as many payments as you wish
throughout the year. The Treasurer assigns giving
numbers found on a sheet in the back of the
church that help process the envelopes. Pledges
are to be fulfilled on a calendar year basis that is,
beginning Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 of each year.

Why should | pledge when | reqularly put
money in the offering plate?

Loose funds collected each week do help to sup-
port the ongoing life of the parish. However,
pledges are very important because they enable
us to plan responsibly and to establish a parish
operating budget for the coming year. They also
enable us to give you a tax deduction letter at the
end of the year.

I'm not sure what | can afford this year.
How can | pledge?

We suggest that you pledge responsibly, based
on your best estimate of the year's income. A
pledge can be adjusted during the year if your
circumstances change.

How much should | give
with an annual pledge?

We believe strongly that our standard of giving
should reflect our standard of living. We ask each
parishioner to consider making a pledge that is
both responsible and significant based on his or
her financial situation. At St. Peter’s, the tithe
(10%) is held up as the Christian standard of giv-

ing.

What does it mean
to give proportionately?

Proportional giving is based on the premise that
the first fruits are given back to God in grateful
response to what God has given us. It refers to a
conscious effort to determine an appropriate level
of giving. We ask each parishioner to consider
making an annual pledge in proportion to income.

The Bible states a specific obligation to "tithe"—
that is, to give back to God one-tenth of what we
have received from God. One-tenth! Ten percent!
The Bible sets the bar very high—maybe too high
for most of us to think about at first.

We encourage you to begin your commitment to
proportional giving with a small step: Promise to
give two percent each year, or three. The average
pledge to churches nationally is 2.6 percent of in-
come, and maybe that's a good place to start.

The important thing is that the Biblical notion of
proportionality is the ultimately fair way of giving.
You pledge and give in proportion to what you
have or make. There's no hidden standard, some
sort of "dues" structure, though some people mis-
takenly imagine there is. A senior citizen living on
a fixed, modest income who gives 5% is a more
faithful proportionate giver than the rich man who
dashes off a check for $10,000. Sound suspi-
ciously familiar? Sounds like Jesus.

The first step of proportional giving is an eye-
opener for many of us: Compute the percentage of
your income that you gave to the church last year.
The second step is to thoughtfully consider the
role of the church and God in your life and to es-
tablish the percentage level at which you would
like to be giving. The third step is to make incre-
mental increases to this percentage each year, so
that your gift will move gradually closer to your
personal goal for giving back to God.

We have included a chart on the back to help you
get a sense of what your proportional giving may
look like.



